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U.S. national interest to assist Spain in de-
veloping and maintaining a strong and ready
self-defense capability.

(vi) Sensitivity of Technology: The state-
ment contained in the original AECA 36(b)(1)
transmittal applies to the MDE items re-
ported here.

(vii) Date Report Delivered to Congress:
January 25, 2023

———
NORWAY

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise to mark the new security coopera-
tion agreement through the Depart-
ment of Defense’s State Partnership
Program between the Minnesota Na-
tional Guard and the Kingdom of Nor-
way, which will be celebrated in Min-
nesota on Saturday, February 4, 2023.
This partnership will provide a key av-
enue to deter aggression and assist in
both of our nation’s national security
while broadening and deepening our
long-standing relationship.

Norway has been critical to Min-
nesota’s heritage and culture ever
since the first Norwegian settlement
was established in Spring Grove back
in the early 1850s, a few years before
Minnesota officially became a State.
Today, Minnesota is the proud home of
more than 860,000 Norwegian Ameri-
cans. Some of our most beloved Min-
nesotans have been of Norwegian an-
cestry, including my late friend and
mentor, Vice President Walter Mon-
dale. At the end of last year, we had
the honor of welcoming Her Majesty
Queen Sonja to Minneapolis to cele-
brate the opening of Norway House’s
new Innovation and Cultural Center.

In addition to our cultural heritage,
Minnesota and Norway share a strong,
time-tested military relationship. In
1973, Norwegian Home Guard’s Major
General Herluf Nygaard invited the
chief of the National Guard, Major
General Francis S. Greenlief, to visit
their Home Guard. What came out of
that meeting was the Norwegian Recip-
rocal Troop Exchange, also known as
NOREX.

Through this program, members of
the Minnesota National Guard and the
Norwegian Home Guard have gotten
the opportunity to participate in field
training exercises with an appropriate
emphasis on winter tactical training.
For Minnesota guardsmen, it has
meant skiing through the mountains of
Norway and sleeping in tents and snow
shelters. For Norway’s soldiers, it has
meant winter training at Camp Ripley.
Every participant is taken in as a
guest by a local family, making
NOREX a true cultural exchange.

For 50 years, the program has
strengthened the militaries of both our
nations while fostering goodwill and
lifelong friendships. This new State
Partnership Program brings with it the
opportunity to build on that progress
while offering reassurance to our
friends throughout the globe and deter-
ring our foes. This partnership will pro-
mote and deepen trust, familiarity, and
interoperability between Minnesota
and Norway.
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Norway is one of Minnesota’s best
friends around the world. They have
stood with us. We have stood with
them. And we will continue to stand
together. Our friendship is
unshakeable. Our progress toward ini-
tiating this new State Partnership Pro-
gram is a testament to that.

———

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SELECT
COMMITTEE ON ETHICS

Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent, for myself as
chairman of the Select Committee on
Ethics and for Senator Lankford, vice
chairman of the committee, that the
Annual Report of the Select Com-
mittee on Ethics for calendar year 2022
be printed in the Record. The com-
mittee issued this report on January
31, 2023, as required by the Honest
Leadership and Open Government Act
of 2007.

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the
RECORD, as follows:

U.S. SENATE,
SELECT COMMITTEE ON ETHICS,
January 31, 2023.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SELECT COMMITTEE
ON ETHICS

118TH CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION

The Honest Leadership and Open Govern-
ment Act of 2007 (the Act) calls for the Se-
lect Committee on Ethics of the United
States Senate to issue an annual report no
later than January 31st of each year pro-
viding information in certain categories de-
scribing its activities for the preceding year.
Reported below is the information describing
the Committee’s activities in 2022 in the cat-
egories set forth in the Act:

(1) The number of alleged violations of
Senate rules received from any source, in-
cluding the number raised by a Senator or
staff of the Committee—92. (In addition, 10
alleged violations from previous years were
carried into 2022.)

(2) The number of alleged violations that
were dismissed—

(A) For lack of subject matter jurisdiction
or in which, even if the allegations in the
complaint are true, no violation of Senate
rules would exist: 72.

(B) Because they failed to provide suffi-
cient facts as to any material violation of
the Senate rules beyond mere allegation or
assertion: 8.

(3) The number of alleged violations for
which the Committee staff conducted a pre-
liminary inquiry: 22. (This figure includes 10
matters from previous years carried into
2022.)

(4) The number of alleged violations for
which the Committee staff conducted a pre-
liminary inquiry that resulted in an adju-
dicatory review: 0.

(5) The number of alleged violations for
which the Committee staff conducted a pre-
liminary inquiry and the Committee dis-
missed the matter for lack of substantial
merit or because it was inadvertent, tech-
nical or otherwise of a de minimis nature: 15.

(6) The number of alleged violations for
which the Committee staff conducted a pre-
liminary inquiry and the Committee issued
private or public letters of admonition: 1.

(7) The number of matters resulting in a
disciplinary sanction: 0.

(8) Any other information deemed by the
Committee to be appropriate to describe its
activities in the previous year:
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In 2022, the Committee staff conducted 24
Member and office campaign activity brief-
ings; 15 employee code of conduct training
sessions; 2 public financial disclosure clinics,
seminars, and webinars; 10 ethics seminars
and customized briefings for Member DC of-
fices, state offices, and Senate committees; 1
private sector ethics briefing, and 1 inter-
national briefing.

In 2022, the Committee staff handled ap-
proximately 8,966 inquiries (via telephone
and email) for ethics advice and guidance.

In 2022, the Committee wrote approxi-
mately 778 ethics advisory letters and re-
sponses including, but not limited to, 584
travel and gifts matters (Senate Rule 35) and
160 conflict of interest matters (Senate Rule
37).

In 2022, the Committee received 4,031 public
financial disclosure and periodic disclosure
of financial transactions reports.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

REMEMBERING SCOTT LABARRE

e Mr. BENNET. Mr. President, I rise to
honor the life and career of my dear
friend Scott LaBarre on the sad occa-
sion of his death after a battle with
cancer. Scott passed away surrounded
by his family on Saturday, December
10, 2022.

From his days as a college student
until a few months before his death,
Scott, who went blind as a youth,
fought tirelessly for the rights of blind
people and other people with disabil-
ities.

Born and raised in Minnesota, Scott
attended the Colorado Center for the
Blind, a world-renowned rehabilitation
training program for blind people, and
ultimately established his law practice
and his family in the Denver area.

His legal work focused in the areas of
employment law, disability rights, and
international copyright policy. He held
several leadership positions within the
American Bar Association and the Na-
tional Federation of the Blind—NFB—
most recently as NFB’s general coun-
sel.

He served as chair of the board of the
Colorado Center for the Blind, led the
National Association of Blind Lawyers,
and helped establish and guide the Ja-
cobus tenBroek Law Symposium, the
premier conference for practitioners
and students of disability law.

His impact will continue to ripple
across the world because of his leader-
ship in securing the Marrakesh Treaty,
an international agreement permitting
the cross-border sharing of books in
Braille and other accessible formats,
which was ratified by this body.

Scott conducted all of his work with
confidence, humor, and a joyful spirit.
Going forward, I will miss his presence
in the halls of the Senate when the Na-
tional Federation of the Blind visits
Washington each year, as well as my
many other interactions with him.

I am sure that many of you also en-
countered Scott, and I know you will
join me in lifting up his wife Anahit
and their children, Alex and Carter, as
they cope with this devastating loss.
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